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Cell develops; early 
formation of unity

Unity continues to 
form

Identity of sameness & 
differences; the differences 

are inessential

Ka contradictory motion—
internal, self-motion, auto-

dynamic

Identity of 
essential 

differences

Identity of opposites in unity:
Both simultaneously possess inner 
unity and concrete identity; each 

contains its opposite within itself; one 
is the decisive, leading aspect

Development of opposites:  One aspect of the unity (one of the opposites) assumes a dominant, leading position and role

Identity of the 
principal contradiction [where 

there are multiple 
contradictions (the unity above 

represents a single 
contradiction)] 

Opposites simultaneously 
interpenetrate, posit, & negate 
one another; this interaction is 

the basis of motion

Unity & struggle of contradictory 
aspects of a unity; Opposites 

simultaneously in unity and engaged in 
complementary struggle

[Mutual exclusion & mutual negation]

Interpenetration of opposites; 
This contact necessarily 

produces two new ‘things’ in 
each: reactionary & 

revolutionary extremes

Opposites continue to 
mutually penetrate one 
another; each opposite 

exchanges with its embryonic 
counterpart

Opposites continue 
interpenetrating—the leading one 
(white) maintains its hierarchical 

position above its opposite 
(black); both grow as they 

struggle

Measure: 
Quantitative limits within the 
unity is reached; temporary 
paralysis of opposites (no 

apparent movement)

Growth of each 
aspect of the primary 
contradiction until it 

reaches the limits of the 
other growing aspect

Growth of interpenetrated 
opposites within same unity; embryonic formation 

of new entity [the reactionary old will remain 
larger then the revolutionary new [until it gains 

strength in regression]; exchange between 
parental & embryonic formations
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Intensification of 
antagonism in 
contradiction

Antagonism develops 
between contradictory 
opposite aspects; the 

embryonic extremes grow 
in response to the 
increased tensions

As opposites 
continue interpenetrating 
and exchanging with their 
embryonic counterparts, 

tension naturally and 
necessarily builds

RBL 2:  Reactionary aspect temporarily wins & 
dominates; the new fights for itself, undermining 

the olds’ position; the strength of the olds’ 
position—its embeddedness—determines how 
intense this fight will be, how far the unity will 

regress, and how long the regression will last; the 
more rooted & powerful, the harder the fight, the 

more forces will be garnered to win.

RBL 3: The reactionary aspect 
forges a regression so intense 
that its existence can no longer 
be maintained (it can no longer 

live); the revolutionary new 
grows stronger as the 
reactionary old decays

RBL 4: Revolutionary new is forged 
anew, strengthened by such intense 
decay, it stands sharply contrasted 
against the rotten old and becomes 
a formidable enemy; the reactionary 

aspect wages an intense struggle 
for its life in the face of death

In complete balance, the 
opposites are in a 

momentary state of 
paralysis, unable to 

move

Inversion: extreme of one state 
suddenly passes into its 

opposite—the white becomes 
the black and the black becomes 

the white

RBL 1:  Reactionary old fights 
fiercely for its life; as a result, 

the unity begins regressing into 
earlier forms of existence; 

revolutionary new also fights for 
its life but is not as strong  

Accelerated metabolism: 
movement toward 
evolutionary leap

Rupture, break in continuity Leap: revolutionary victory Motion toward resolution on a 
higher level: reactionary new 

securing control

Revolutionary Supercession:  
destruction of old, negation of 

devolutionary new, & consolidation 
of revolutionary new

Progressive Sublation: Negation 
of old and preservation of the 

best lessons & aspects

Revolutionary affirmation Nascent (new) unit Process of reformation

Accelerated metabolism; 
movement toward 
devolutionary leap

Rupture, break in continuity Leap: devolutionary victory Motion toward resolution on a 
lower  level: Moribund old 

securing control

Devolutionary Supercession:  Destruction of 
the progressive new, negation of the 
revolutionary new & consolidation of 

devolutionary new

Regressive Sublation: Negation of 
new and preservation of the 

worst lessons & obsolete aspects

Devolutionary affirmation Moribund old Process of deformation

Intensification & 
acceleration of 

antagonistic struggle; 
the unity weakens as 

the struggle intensifies
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Inverted opposites continue moving 
until the nodal line—threshold of 

qualitative limit—is reached; white 
becomes both white and black & 

black becomes both black and white
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